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Mark 1:9-13 is important because it marks the official beginning of Jesus’ 

ministry and His mission to redeem sinners. Mark’s account is brief but 

packed with significance. This is especially evident when you step back and 

observe the big picture of this passage. All eyes are on Jesus: 

� Vs. 9: John the Baptist who had captivated the attention of the 

multitudes has turned his attention solely to Jesus. 

� Vs 10: The Holy Spirit is descending from heaven onto Jesus. 

� Vs. 11: The Father is gazing at His Son with all admiration. 

� Vs. 13: Satan has fixed his attention on his infinite foe.  

Why such attention? Because the One who would change history and bring 

God’s reign to earth, invading the realm of darkness, had come.  

The life and ministry of Jesus provide us with great hope. And this hope can 

be seen in 4 realities:  

1. Jesus identified Himself with sinners (vs. 9). 

What at first glance seems to only be a statement of fact in vs. 9 

actually erupts with questions. How do you explain Jesus, the 

perfect, sinless Lamb of God, being baptized by John when his 

baptism was one of repentance. What meaning could it possibly 

have for Jesus who had no sin of his own to repent of?  

We know from the Gospel of Matthew that John the Baptist himself 

was arrested with this question. He hesitated to baptize Jesus 

saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to 

me?” In essence he’s saying, “this doesn’t seem right—it seems 

backwards.” Jesus’ response was to the point: “Permit it at this 

time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

(Matt 3:14-15).  

It’s as if Jesus is saying, “in principle you are right, John. But at this 

moment in the unfolding of God’s plan of redemption, you must 

allow it so that we can both fulfill His will.” John would fulfill God’s 

will by affirming that Jesus was indeed the One he had been 

preparing they way for and Jesus would fulfill God’s will by 

identifying Himself with sinners—those He came to save by 

embracing the Father’s assignment to be the suffering servant who 

would carry the burden of their sin to the cross.  

There are two aspects of true repentance. The negative side is 

forsaking our sin. The positive side is embracing God’s will. Jesus 

had no sin to turn from but He began His ministry by intentionally 

and publically setting Himself Godward to fulfill every ounce of 

God’s will—to live a fully righteous life that would become our 

salvation.  

Kent Hughes: “Because Jesus was sinless, He needed no baptism of 

repentance. But in His baptism He associated Himself with us sinners 

and placed Himself among the guilty—not for His own salvation but 

for ours—not because He feared the wrath to come, but to save us 

from it. His baptism meant the cross.”
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David Garland: “Jesus [humbled] Himself by entering the ranks of 

sinners and taking his stand with them….His baptism launches Him 

on the servant road of obedience, which ultimately [led] to His 

death.”
2
  

2. Jesus was dressed in the power of the Spirit (vs. 10).  

The language in the NASB is too weak here. NIV says it best: “He 

saw heaven being torn open…” The word in the original Greek here 

is schizo which means to tear, like tearing a piece of fabric. The 

parting of the heavens signifies that God is about to speak or act; 

the human realm is about to be invaded by the reign of God.  
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Throughout Scripture the only other time Mark uses this word in His 

Gospel is in 15:38 when the veil of the temple was torn from top to 

bottom. 

Mark’s language here takes us back to Isaiah 64:1 where the 

prophet cried out to God, “Oh, that You would rend [i.e. tear] the 

heavens and come down…” Isaiah is pleading with God to break into 

the human realm like a fire to make His name known, to crush His 

enemies, and to have mercy on His people who have sinned.  

When Jesus comes out of the water He sees the heavens torn open, 

and from them come the presence and power of the Holy Spirit to 

rest on Him. And by the Spirit’s anointing Jesus would reveal the 

Father to us; He would trample on His demonic foes; and He would 

bring mercy to His people.   

Later in Luke 4:18, Jesus directly applied Isaiah 61:1 to Himself: “The 

Spirit of Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the 

gospel to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 

captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are 

oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.” In essence 

Jesus is saying, “I am the one foreshadowed in Isaiah to bring the 

reign of God to bear on this world.”   

But not only does Jesus bring the reign of God to bear in this world 

in the grand scheme of things, His life in the Spirit also provides 

incredible encouragement to us on a very personal level. Jesus lived 

the perfect human life in the power of the Spirit, in submission to 

the Spirit that we have failed to live. When we receive Christ and His 

life is imputed to us, we receive the presence and the power of the 

Holy Spirit to live a victorious life.  

3. Jesus was endowed with the Father’s pleasure (vs. 11).  

Jesus had just received the Spirit’s presence and power and now He 

is assured the Father’s pleasure. From the Spirit He receives 

anointing and from His father He receives affirmation.  

The Father’s words of affirmation and utter delight in His Son 

contain the echoes of Isaiah 42: “Behold My Servant, whom I 

uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My 

Spirit upon Him; He brings forth justice to the nations.” This mighty 

One who would come in the power of the Spirit and establish justice 

in all the earth would possess a gentleness like a dove that would 

not break a bruised reed. This Servant of the Lord, mighty and 

gentle, would be Jesus Himself.  

The Father’s declaration at Jesus’ baptism is not only a confirmation 

that Jesus is indeed the Son of God, but that He is the Father’s 

beloved. He is the object of God’s highest fatherly affection. As 

Jesus walks this road of redemption, identifying with sinners and 

eventually bearing the weight of their condemnation through the 

cross, He bears the Father’s approval. The Father is delighted in His 

most treasured Son. He always has been to the highest degree, but 

now there seems to be an even more acute sense of delight as His 

Son embraces the mission to redeem sinners.  

I am certain that Jesus was motivated by His Father’s pleasure more 

than anything else throughout His earthly life. He withdrew often to 

be alone with His Father. He made every decision, spoke every 

word, and weighed every thought and action according to what 

would please His Father.  

And this, too, should be the motivation of our lives. Through the 

gospel, being clothed in Christ, we are the recipients of the Father’s 

pure delight. We are no longer regarded as enemies and rebels, but 

as sons! When we receive Jesus, we receive all of the favor that  

God has in His Son. Oh, that we might live our lives with the same 

reverence, love, and honor toward Jesus that the Father Himself 

delights in.  

 

 



4. Jesus withstood the assaults of Satan (vs. 12-13) 

 

The word “immediately” in vs. 12 is noteworthy. The very first 

recorded activity of the Spirit in Jesus’ life was to drive Him to the 

wilderness where He would undergo severe testing and confront His 

arch enemy. Jesus’ submission to God and His will made Him an 

enemy of Satan, requiring direct confrontation with him.  

 

Incidentally, there are times in our lives when following the Spirit 

will position us in direct conflict with the forces of darkness. And in 

those moments we must stand firm on the truth that we are in 

Christ and He has overcome the enemy. Our only concern is to 

honor God with our obedience and trust.  

 

The wilderness was known as a place of desolation, loneliness, and 

danger—an uninhabited place where the wild beasts freely roamed. 

It was also the place where Israel had been tested and encountered 

the judgment of God. In the Old Testament, the wilderness was 

associated, not with blessing, but with the curse.  

 

We know from Matthew’s Gospel that Jesus fasted for forty days in 

the wilderness—facing the rage of His human cravings and 

subjecting them to the greater purposes of God. There in the 

wilderness Jesus would be reminded of the effects of the curse on 

God’s creation, and face the  wiles of Satan himself.  

 

Jesus’ encounter with Satan was personal and potent. Luke 4:1-13 

records three particular temptations that Satan pressed against 

Jesus. These temptations closely resemble the very ways in which 

we are tempted today with the “lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 

eyes, and the boastful pride of life” (I John 2:16).   

 

a. Lust of the flesh (Luke 4:1-4) 

 

� Hungry: fasting  � starvation 

� Temptation real & strong: hungry and in critical 

need of food 

Jesus’ response: Deut. 8:3—“And He humbled you and let 

you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not 

know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you 

understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man 

lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the 

LORD.        (like a dart to burst he deceivers bubble of deceit) 

   

The question is, would Jesus trust in God’s sufficiency to meet His 

needs or would he seek meet His needs independently of God. For 

Jesus, it was better to obey than to eat. It was better to eat than to 

preserve His own life independently of God.  

 

b. Lust of the eyes (Luke 4:5-8) 

 

Satan tempts Jesus with the lust of the eyes by showing Him 

all the prestige and glory of ruling the world. He’s offering 

Him “success” and kingship the easy way, which was not 

God’s way. Notice that the driving issue is one of worship. If 

Jesus would bow to Satan, He would transfer His loyalty 

from God to the devil and all redemption would be lost.  

 

Jesus’ response: Deut. 6:13—“You shall worship the Lord 

your God and serve Him only” (warning against false 

worship by trading their allegiance to God for anyone else). 

 

c. Boastful pride of life  (Luke 4:9-13) 

*considering ourselves invincible apart from God. 

 

Jesus’ response: Deut. 6:16—“You shall not put the Lord 

your God to the test.”  

 

By the way, two of the three temptations begin with “if you 

are the Son of God.” They are an assault against Jesus’ 



identity. The Father had just said, “You are my beloved Son 

in whom I am well-pleased.” Will Jesus rest securely in what 

the Father has said of Him? You, too, will be tempted 

concerning your identity in Christ. Will you believe what 

God has said about who you are in Christ or will you waiver 

in unbelief?   

 

It’s important for you to see that Satan’s strategy is to tempt you to act 

independently of God by sowing seeds of disbelief that lead you to disobey 

God’s word, shifting your worship and loyalty away from God into the 

bondage of idolatry. 

But the good news is that Jesus faced your foe and never faltered by giving 

in to temptation. He withstood Satan’s temptation at every turn and 

ultimately defeated him at the cross. The question is, will you stand firm in 

the truth and reality of Christ’s victory or will you fall into deception by 

failing to anchor your heart and mind in the truth? 

What we need to see from Mark’s brief mention of Jesus’ temptation is 

that…“The [coming] of the Son of God [was] a direct onslaught on Satan’s 

realm.”
3
 I John 3:8 says, “the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the 

devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this 

purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”
4
 The first step Jesus 

took to accomplishing His goal of destroying the work of Satan was to stand 

toe to toe with the deceiver himself and deny him any influence and control 

in His life by way of sin. Jesus stood firm by insisting on believing and 

obeying God’s Word. The One who saved You has overcome every foe.  

So we have hope. Jesus identified with sinners and can sympathize with our 

weaknesses. Jesus lived His human life in the power of the Spirit and the 

pleasure of the Father, and offers both to those who receive Him. Finally, 
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Jesus withstood every temptation and offers you the power to resist the evil 

one as you live under the loving authority of Christ.  

And it begins with the first step of surrender to Jesus as Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


